
 

 
United States Department of the Interior 

 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

134 Union Blvd 
Lakewood, Colorado  80228    

            In Reply Refer to: 
            FWS/IR05/IR07   

 

INTERIOR REGION 5 
Missouri Basin 

INTERIOR REGION 7 
Upper Colorado River Basin 

  

Kansas, Montana*, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
South Dakota 

*PARTIAL 

Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming 

 

October 27, 2021 
 
President Rodney Bordeaux 
Rosebud Sioux Tribe 
P.O. Box 430 
11th Legion Avenue 
Rosebud, South Dakota 57570 
 
Dear President Bordeaux; 
 
I’m writing in response to the September 17, 2021 letter to Secretary of Interior Haaland from 
Ione Quigley, Tribal Historic Preservation Office, regarding the incidental take permit (ITP) 
issued for the R-Project Transmission Line (attached). The ITP has been vacated and we are now 
beginning coordination with the Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) on their next steps 
associated with an updated ITP application and Habitat Conservation Plan for the proposed 
project. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (FWS) review of any ITP application requires the 
National Environmental Policy Act compliance and Government-to-Government consultation. 
The FWS recognizes the Rosebud Sioux Tribe’s status as a sovereign nation, and communication 
of input opportunities will again be provided, and we look forward to Government to 
Government consultation.     
 
The FWS recognizes that the Rosebud Sioux Tribe may have a deep spiritual, historical, and 
cultural connection to the project area and appreciates any information and input that you can 
provide. We look forward to working with you and the Tribal Council on this project. If you 
need further information, please contact Mark Porath, the Nebraska Project Leader at 
mark_porath@fws.gov or (308) 216-2077, or Steve Small, the Assistant Regional Director for 
Ecological Services, at (303) 236-4210. In addition, you may contact our Regional Native 
American liaison, Melissa Castiano at (303) 236-9898 or Melissa_Castiano@fws.gov to 
facilitate input from you or your Tribal agencies. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Matthew Hogan 
Acting Regional Director  

 







 

 
 

 
           February 24, 2016  

 
Mr. Cyril Scott, President 
Rosebud Sioux Tribe 
PO Box 430 
Rosebud, SD 57570 
 
SUBJECT:   Agency Coordination, Draft Environmental Impact Statement, 
  Nebraska Public Power District, R-Project Transmission Line 
 
Dear President Scott, 
 
The Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) is applying for a Federal Incidental Take Permit 
(Permit) to authorize the take of the federally endangered American burying beetle (ABB) 
resulting from the construction, operation, and maintenance of a 225-mile-long, 345-kilovolt 
transmission line and associated infrastructure (R-Project) in Nebraska.  In response, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is drafting an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, to inform our decision on whether to 
issue the Permit (proposed action) and disclose to the public the potential impacts of doing so 
on the ABB and the natural and human environment.  As part of the Permit application, 
NPPD is also required to prepare a Habitat Conservation Plan, which outlines actions to 
avoid, minimize, and mitigate for potential impacts to the ABB. 
 
The purpose of the R-Project is three-fold: (1) reduce electrical congestion within the existing 
transmission system; (2) enhance system reliability; and (3) encourage development of 
renewable resources (i.e., wind projects).  The R-Project starts at NPPD’s Gerald Gentleman 
Station near Sutherland, Nebraska and extends northward crossing the North and South Platte 
Rivers and Birdwood Creek.  From Birdwood Creek, the project runs eastward to Highway 
83, then north to a substation east of Thedford, Nebraska.  From the Thedford substation, the 
R-Project extends 125 miles east across the Sandhills to Clearwater, Nebraska, and 
terminates at a substation where it interconnects to a Western Area Power Administration 
(WAPA) transmission line (see attached map).  A considerable amount of the 225-mile-long 
project extends across remote areas of the Nebraska Sandhills.  Additional information about 
the R-Project is also available on NPPD’s website at http://www.nppd.com/rproject/.  
 
The Service previously published a Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS in the Federal Register 
on October 30, 2014, and held three public scoping meetings at Sutherland, Thedford, and 
Burwell, Nebraska from November 18–20, 2014.  A total of 54 public comments were 
received and these can be accessed online at 
http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=FWS-R6-ES-2014-0048-0001.   
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A significant number of the public comments received suggested the development of an 
alternative R-Project route that would be located along existing road right-of-ways (ROWs) 
and other disturbed areas to avoid disturbance to the Sandhills and impacts to migratory 
birds.  In response, we are including several additional alternative routes (northern, southern, 
and central alternative routes), for comparison with the final route selected by NPPD (see 
attached map).  Each of these routes crosses portions of the Sandhills but many extend across 
disturbed areas and follow existing road ROWs.  Additional route alternatives are also 
suggested in the area near Gerald Gentlemen Station; these alternative routes avoid large 
concentrations of migratory birds at the North and South Platte Rivers and Birdwood Creek 
(see attached map).  These alternative routes may be evaluated in the EIS.  Other alternatives 
under consideration in the EIS include NPPD’s final R-Project route and the no action 
alternative (i.e., non-issuance of a Permit).    
 
The Service is now in the process of developing the Draft EIS (DEIS).  We request your 
input including data, comments, new information, or suggestions that will help inform the 
DEIS, particularly concerning the following: (1) direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of the 
proposed action on endangered, threatened, or other species (e.g., migratory birds and bald 
and golden eagles); (2) potential impacts that the NPPD-final route may have on sensitive 
resources under your jurisdiction; (3) other reasonable routing alternatives to the proposed 
action that may have less impact on sensitive resources; (4) relevant biological data and 
information concerning the ABB; (5) current or planned activities in the area and possible 
impacts on the ABB; (6) presence of historical/cultural sites in the R-Project area including 
potential impacts to the viewshed; (7) sensitive areas including wetlands, native grasslands, 
and streams; (8) scope of covered activities, including potential avoidance, minimization, and 
mitigation measures for incidental take of the ABB; (9) monitoring and adaptive management 
provisions that should be included as part of the DEIS, and (10) any other environmental 
issues that should be considered regarding the proposed action.   
 
Your participation in this process will help us fully evaluate the potential impacts of the 
proposed action and any alternatives to it.  Additionally, you may request that your agency be 
a cooperating agency in the preparation of the EIS.  Should you have any questions or 
comments and/or wish to be a cooperating agency, please respond in writing by March 30, 
2016, to Mr. Robert Harms.  Mr. Harms can be reached via mail at the address above, by 
phone (308.382.6468 ext. 208) or by e-mail Robert_Harms@fws.gov.   
 
     Sincerely, 
 

      
 
     Eliza Hines 
     Nebraska Field Supervisor 
 
 
Enclosure 
 
 

mailto:Robert_Harms@fws.gov
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